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As we take this project national in 2006, we will be 
   The positive response we have experienced while 

encouraging as many churches as possible to become 
trialling the Kids Friendly project in the Auckland area 

Kids Friendly.  Our hope is that the many Presbyterian 
has us dreaming of taking it to the nation. 

churches across New Zealand already doing wonderful 
work with children and families, will commit to becoming Our vision is to create a Presbyterian Church renowned 
Kids Friendly and to mentoring aspiring Kids Friendly for the way it serves and embraces children and families.  
churches.We dream of our churches being places where children 

are welcomed, celebrated and nurtured, where children 
To become Kids Friendly, churches need to express their 

belong and participate in the life and worship of the faith 
interest by contacting us (Jill Kayser and Emily Wotton).  

community, where they can explore and experience the 
Signing up for the Kids Friendly project entails working 

love of Christ and where they are valued for the 
towards Kids Friendly ideals that enable you to brand 

immense love, life and witness they bring to the whole 
your church as Kids Friendly. There is an expectation that 

church family.  
Kids Friendly churches will share resources and seek 
opportunity to network and work cooperatively with other While Kids Friendly continues to be a valuable resource 
Presbyterian churches in their region.  for the church offering training, resources, advice and 

mentoring, it is also promoting a “way of being”.  
The Kids Friendly project offers advice on how to be Kids 

We find that churches who believe children create 
Friendly, but more importantly we promote why our 

opportunity for people of all ages to learn from, respect 
churches should be Kids Friendly.  We could give  

and appreciate one another, recognise this in all 
numerous theological, sociological and pragmatic reasons 

generations. Kids Friendly is a way of being with each 
for being Kids Friendly, but the best reason for being Kids 

other (within our churches), but it also encourages 
Friendly is the joy and vibrancy experienced with 

churches to explore the way they interact with other 
increased participation of children and families in your 

churches and their communities.  
church.

Contact Us: 
Jill Kayser and Emily Wotton
Kids Friendly Project Managers
Emily: mollysmum@xtra.co.nz OR 
kidsfriendlyjill@sthelierschurch.org.nz

Phone: (09) 585 0959
Fax: (09) 575 4827
C/o St Heliers Presbyterian
Church & Community Centre
#100 St Heliers Bay Rd,
St Heliers, Auckland 5 

S rtop P ess!
i e K ds Fri ndly goes national!
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To Council for World Mission who 

has enabled us to create Kids 
Friendly and trial it in the Auckland 
region over the past 20 months. 
Their generous funding has 
benefitted eight churches and their 

children and allowed us to bring a 
dream to fruition.

 To Presbyterian Savings and Development 

Society for pledging 
$100,000 over the 

next two years towards taking 
Kids Friendly to the nation.

Our heartfelt thanks

We welcome St Andrew's Otahuhu and Howick 
Presbyterian to the Kids Friendly project. Otahuhu 
will be looking to employ a children's ministry worker 

to develop a Kids 
Friendly Sunday 
School and to 
create more 
opportunities to 
integrate families of 
the church's new 
preschool into the 
church community. 
Howick is a very 
active Kids Friendly 

congregation with many valued options 
for families and children in their community. Peter, their 
creative childrens ministry leader, and Rev Viv Coman are 
talented additions to the Kids Friendly Project. Other new 
faces in the Kids Friendly family are Kirsty Lennox, the 
new Godzone Guardian Angel at St Heliers and Tiffani 
Karlsen, the children's ministry intern at St Columba. We 
know these girls are well loved by the kids and that  both 
churches are enjoying the fantastic energy and 
enthusiasm they’re bringing to their ministry. Welcome 
and blessings to our new members. We look forward to 
your Kids Friendly joy and progress.

 Welcome to the
Kids Friendly family

Kirsty & Tiffany



There seems to be no middle ground with this book.... 
people either love it or they’re just not into it. The “So what does it mean for us as a 
occasional Amazon review criticises the book for being church to go to the edge? (This 
vague and too simple/fluffy to have any real spiritual book) is an outstanding read and an 
depth. Those that love the book find it to be quite the inspiration to kick-start your faith. 
opposite. Dangerous Wonder presents us with the The chapter headings provide 
essence of spirituality. The original childlike nature with significant insights for us at 
which God asks us to approach Him. St Columba as we venture to the 

edge”
This book is not a ‘how to’ or ‘why to’ for children’s 
ministry, but more an opportunity to muse and probe our 
own selves. It is a series of stories that guide us back to 
the wonderment of childhood. Each chapter covers an 
elemental principle to childlike faith. The newest edition 
of this book also features a study guide for further 
discussion or personal exploration.

Emily found the topic fascinating and for months was 
recommending the book to anyone who would listen. An 
interesting spin is trying to work through the subject 
from a preventative point of view. Ie: how can we 
enhance and encourage children to retain these insights?

One person on Emily’s hitlist was Rev. Andrew Norton 
from St Columba. After reading the book 
and working through some of the topics 
with his staff, they felt led to employ the 
principles for the wider church. The AGM 
report contains a summary of the book as 
part of Andrew’s pastoral letter.

Kiwis are renowned for their ingenuity in all areas of life Maurice Sweetsur or “Uncle Maurice” as thousands of 
and children's ministry is no exception.  David Goodwin children know him, has caught the Kiwi ingenuity bug.  
(Kidsreach) is internationally acclaimed for the work he He retired to New Zealand from Scotland in 1993 and 
does to resource and train children's ministry workers in immediately got involved in teaching bible-in-schools.  
Australasia.  The ever shrinking global village brought He struggled with discipline which he believed was due to 
about by technological advancement, means his material boredom, so he got to work to ensure learning about 
is now appreciated worldwide. This Jesus is fun.  He drew on his scientific background to 
organisation is the veritable “How to” of develop magic object lessons using chemicals, physical 
children's ministry.  If you don't already laws and illusions. He turned stories upside down, telling 
make use of at least some of his numerous the Good Samaritan from the donkey's perspective, 
training manuals, resources or workshops Daniel straight from the Lion's mouth and dressing up as 
and conferences, then check it out on the main character.  Children in Maurice's lessons are 
www.kidsreach.org.nz.  invited to operate puppets to recorded plays. Charlie, 

Maurice's wooden friend, shares many a moral tale and 
Christian musician Jules Riding decided to expand his 

lessons are reviewed with games and quizzes.   Needless 
repertoire with the release of “Kids Time” in 1997.  The 

to say Maurice now has no discipline problems in the 10 
overwhelming response to this album which went Gold in 

bible-in-school classes he takes each week.  (Surely a 
2004 and outsold all but one of his previous albums, 

New Zealand record!)
prompted him to produce “Kids Time 2” in 2003.  Both 

albums feature bright and catchy All of Maurice's resources are freely shared through his 
action-songs for kids based on the website: www.mauricesweetsur.blogspot.com .  His 
scriptures.  Says Jules: “There is newsletter is accessed by people in over 30 countries 
definitely a market for home-grown around the world, but the really good news for us Kiwis, 
Kiwi songs.  Many of my songs have is that we can have Maurice share the good news in 
lyrics and actions that make people person.  Maurice visits children's club, holiday 
laugh, breaking down the stereotypical programmes or Sunday Schools for no more than a 
barriers so often present in church.” donation towards his travel costs.  He also runs 
And for aspiring musicians….Jules is workshops to teach children's ministers the art of story 

working on “Kids Time 3” at present and is looking for telling, balloon modelling, illusions, teaching memory 
great original kids' songs.  So if song writing is one of verses and sharing object lessons.  For more information 
your many children's ministry talents and you'd like to see his website or contact him on:
contribute to his next album, contact Jules on 09-2961495 or email: mnmsweetsur@xtra.co.nz. 
www.elkanah.org.nz .
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Our Own Kiwi Ingenuity

Resource Review: Dangerous Wonder

by Michael Ya onellic

An Example of Childlike Faith:
The fields were parched and brown 
from lack of rain, and the crops lay 
wilting from thirst. People were anxious and irritable as 
they searched the sky for any sign of relief. Days turned 
into arid weeks. No rain came. The ministers of the local 
churches call for an hour of prayer on the town square 
the following Saturday. They requested that everyone 
bring an object of faith for inspiration. At high noon on 
the appointed Saturday the townspeople turned out en 
masse, filling the square with anxious faces and hopeful 
hearts. The ministers were touched to see the variety of 
objects clutched in prayerful hands - holy books, crosses, 
rosaries. When the hour ended, as if on magical 
command, a soft rain began to fall. Cheers swept the 
crowd as they held their treasured objects high in 
gratitude and praise. From the middle of the crowd one 
faith symbol seemed to overshadow all the others. A 
small nine-year-old child had brought an umbrella.            
~Author Unknown 
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Day Camp - City Kids go Country!
Day Camp is an initiative of Rev. Pauline and Stan One day during the four 
Stewart's (St Heliers Presbyterian).  The Kids Friendly day camp is dedicated to 
couple of ministers first came up with the idea of taking an all day hike with 
city kids to the country in 1979 when working at St Ive's optional challenges.  On 
in Sydney.  Since then the pair has run over 20 Day the last day of the camp, 
Camps in Australasia.  Says Pauline: “The first Kiwi Day parents are invited to 
Camp was held in Paeroa in 1993.  We weren't sure share a barbeque dinner 
whether it would have any appeal for country kids, but with their children and 
60 came along and today Paeroa camp attracts 300 admire the completed 
children and 60 teenage helpers.” bush huts.  

Each day at camp follows a Says Pauline: “Day Camp 
structured plan.  Children are builds confidence in 
bussed in to a farm site children and responds 
where they begin the day directly to the 
with worship time of music, Presbyterian Church's goal 
story and skits.  Respect and to care for our creation.  
caring for our environment It is also a real leveller.  It 
and each other is the only takes one day at camp for city kids to realise they 
overriding value of Day don't need their cell phones or fashion accessories to 
Camp.  After belong and have fun.” The day 
worship time camp has the added advantage of 
children split into empowering and valuing church 
groups of 10 youth as they lead small groups.
with teenage 

Auckland's first day camp is being 
leaders and 

held this October holidays at 
parent helpers 

Kawakawa bay.  It is hoped that 
and are free to 

future day camps will involve a 
enjoy the environment and build their bush 

number of churches working 
huts, an important exercise in developing 

cooperatively to reach out to their 
skills and working as a team.  Lunch, cooked 

communities in a truly Kids 
by the children over an open fire, gives rise 

Friendly way.  If you would like to 
to all sorts of culinary creations.  In the 

be involved in this initiative next 
afternoon children participate in a range of 

year email Jill or give her a call in 
electives including horse riding, flying fox, 

the Kids Friendly office: 5850959 
archery, crafts, eeling, BMX riding and more.  

If your church hasn't 
developed a safety and 
protection policy yet, then 
now's the time to do it.  
Assembly legislated that 
by July 1 this year all 
churches should have a 
safety and protection 
policy developed and 
implemented.  A sample 
of this policy is available 
on the church website 
www.presbyterian.org.nz 
For guidelines on how to 

make your church's programmes safe for children, Kids 
Friendly has produced a booklet “Safety in Children's 
Ministry”.  Included in this booklet is a table of all 
sample policies available to Presbyterian churches.  
These policies can be adapted to meet your church's 
unique needs.  To receive this booklet, or for 
advice on meeting health and safety 
requirements contact 
kidsfriendlyjill@sthelierschurch.org.nz .  

s hat h RevI t t e 

S an te rt?t S wa

Teen hel ers a e ey to 
 p r k

day camp succ ss. e

Proud bush-hut builders!

Wonderful
Websites

Safe & Healthy
Churches

 www.yacmu.com.au

 www.toyboxtales.com

 www.biblekidsfunzone.com

 www.ebibleteacher.com/children

 www.familyworship.org.uk

. www.kids4truth.org



When churches sign the Kids Friendly pledge Friendly is an ongoing process though 
to participate in the project they agree to and all churches in the project agree 
work towards the Kids Friendly ideals and on to regularly review their Kids Friendly 
attaining them, to be branded Kids Friendly.  progress.  Kids Friendly churches also 
Branding involves using the Kids Friendly logo agree to mentor churches wanting to 
on all communication aimed at children and join the project.  If your church wants 
families, displaying a Kids Friendly Statement to know more about becoming Kids 
of Intent and having signage outside their Friendly, contact Jill or Emily at 09-
church advertising that they are Kids Friendly.  5756098 or 
St Heliers and Clevedon Presbyterian kidsfriendlyjill@sthelierschurch.org.nz 
churches are the first two churches to be or mollysmum@xtra.co.nz
awarded the Kids Friendly banner.  Being Kids 

One hundred years by the Grace of 
God! Somervell Presbyterian Church 
celebrated its centenary this year on 
26 June 2005. Coming on board as 
the new Community and Family 
Ministry Director I was handed the 

task of incorporating the children and youth ministry in 
the celebration activities.

I met with the Cheryl Katz-Rae of the Centenary 
Committee and she discussed the children painting some 
tiles and we brainstormed various Christian symbols that 
could be incorporated in such a work.

At the Church Camp earlier in 2005 we had looked at 
Icons and related those to our feelings about our church. 
Some of the youth group had created a poster that 
excited me – it contained a cross with a vine wrapped 
around it with values that they got from church written 
on the vine (faith, hope, joy, trust, love, friendship, 
grace, care, generosity). At the base of the cross was a 
koru made up of people holding hands, in varying shades 
of green, and differing sizes as the fronds. Thus, when 
trying to incorporate a tile painting with children aged 
0-14 it seemed logical to me to ask the youth to do a 
central symbolic motif and have the Sunday School paint 
tiles that would have a similar theme around that. We 
chose fish for the Sunday School to complete, as both the 
symbol of the early Church and the call that Christ makes 
for us today to be “fishers of men”. 

I worked with Nicola from Paint and Create 
(www.paintcreate.co.nz) to standardize the palettes of 
colour that would be used to bring together the whole 
work. The process was that each child designed their tile 
after the teaching, but during the lesson, one Sunday. 
The next Sunday both Youth and Sunday School worked 
to draw their art onto tiles and then complete the 
painting of them. 
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The beautiful tile artwork made by Somervell 
children and youth was presented to the 

congregation, and will be given pride of place in the 
church's foyer for all to admire for a very long time.

File for Next Time: Centenary Art
     by Deb Jackson

Christmas is 
Coming!

Check out our
special Creative

Christmas
ideas insert in

this issue of
Hands On

Promoting Kids Friendly Churches


