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There are many advantages to be belonging to a
network. The very experience of belonging is imbued
with blessings of friendship, never having to be alone,
caring and sharing. I remember when I first started
work as the child and family worker for my church. My
only experience of employment had been in my 20's in
the corporate world. I hadn't worked through the first 7
years of my children's lives, so returning to the
workforce was scary, but discovering that I had few
resources or people to turn was lonely.
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Dunedin Presbytery has
caught the Kids Friendly
vision and allocated funds
to ensure the Kids Friendly
coach makes Dunedin one
of her top destinations in
the coming year. Coaches
Jill and Emily were first
introduced to Dunedin churches when they presented at
a local children's ministry conference in 2005. Says Rev
Ian Guy of Kaikorai Presbyterian Church: “The Kids
Friendly coaches cast a vision that day that excited many
of our churches. Over the past 6 months we have
developed a plan to ensure that Kids Friendly is alive in
Dunedin.”
The Dunedin Presbytery has allocated funds to enable Jill
to work with six churches during 2006. 13 churches in
the Presbytery have applied to become Kids Friendly. As
churches reach the Kids Friendly standard they will
mentor new churches joining the project. Jill will also be
involved in training a regional coach to mentor Dunedin
churches in the future.

While Kids Friendly is fully endorsed by and
exclusive to PCANZ, the project receives no
funding from the National Assembly budget. We are
grateful to Presbyterian Savings and Development
Society, Presbyterian Foundationand Dunedin
Presbytery for donating funds to establish
Kids Friendly as a national ministry resource in
2006. All donations are gratefully received.

Stories, ideas, & news you can use
from Kids Friendly

ISSUE 5: March ‘06
Fortunately Scripture Union put me in touch with
someone working for another church in my region and
our brief interactions and sharing of ideas were a great
comfort.
Belonging is a key tenet of Kids Friendly. We encourage
churches to explore how children can belong and
contribute as full members of the worship community, so
that they can experience the love of Christ and may
come to believe. Kids Friendly also aims to facilitate an
experience of belonging for those who work with
children. If you have just joined the network, welcome.
We hope you will meet many friends and never have to
feel alone in your work again. In order for us to stay
connected and share resources and ideas, we need you
to contact us. Whether it is to gain information or share
a recent children's ministry success, please stay in touch.
Let us know of your needs and your discoveries - your
triumphs, life changing books, websites, cd's, so together
we can better impact the lives of God's children.

Jill Kayser

Welcome
Tala Page is the newly appointed
children's ministry worker for St
Andrew's Community Presbyterian
Church, Otahuhu. As well as
working 8 hours at St Andrew's
and playing hockey for Auckland,
Tala is completing her BA in
sociology and pacific studies at
Auckland University. Says Tala:
“I'm EXCITED about this role because
St Andrew's is my second home - I've grown up in this
church and it has given me many opportunities to excel
in leadership and public speaking. I hope to give
something positive back. To see the children's faces light
up and glow with excitement as
they learn of the activities we
have planned, makes it all
worthwhile!”

Tala Page

Contact Us:
Jill Kayser
Kids Friendly Coach
Phone: (09) 585 0959
Fax: (09) 575 4827
C/o St Heliers Presbyterian
Church & Community Centre
#100 St Heliers Bay Rd,
St Heliers, Auckland 5
kidsfriendlyjill@sthelierschurch.org.nz

“Hands On” Kids Friendly By Silvia Purdie
“You're kidding!?” This was the response of my friends
when I told them I was going up to Auckland to learn
about Kids Friendly and children's ministry at St Heliers
Church in November last year. “A whole month!? How will
your husband cope?!” Well, thankfully he coped fine, and
so did my boys (aged 4, 6 and 8). And did I cope?
Certainly I did miss them heaps at times, but it was an
amazing experience.

I really want to be part of.
The Kids Friendly Coach is very experienced in children's
ministry, and she is excellent at helping other people
figure out what they are on about, in their unique
church, and how they could do it better.
Kids Friendly has developed a clear step-by-step process
for churches to hook into, and offer support, ideas and
resources that really do make a difference. It's about
sparking hope when churches feel old, tired and
hopeless. It's about nurturing excellence when churches
are stuck in doing 'OK'.
I stayed with Pauline and Stan Stewart, ministers of
St Heliers Presbyterian Church and Community Centre.
What an eye-opener that was! The church was quite
different to what I'd experienced before, with heaps of
different programmes for children and families. Pauline
and Stan are brimming with ideas and challenges,
grounded in a long and fruitful commitment to creating
churches where all ages and cultures are treasured. I
know that my time in Auckland will continue to feed into
my study and ministry.

Silvia in action
My husband (Chris) and I are studying for ministry in the
Presbyterian Church, in Dunedin. I'm keen to work in
children's and family ministry, but it's not an easy thing
in which to get training. I decided to take a break from
all the academic stuff and head to Auckland to work with
some really inspiring people and get “hands-on”
experience. If you want to be good, learn from the best!
So I followed Jill Kayser around, joined in meetings,
talked a lot with Jill, read up on Kids Friendly, and got
my head around how it works. So what do I think? It's
great! The people are great! Kids Friendly is something

Wonderful
Websites
www.nat.uca.org.au
www.churchesandfamilies.org
www.childrensermons.com
www.childrenwelcome.com
www.familyservices.govt.nz
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But what's the biggest thing I gained? The conviction
that it is possible for churches to grow, to connect with
the lives of children and families, to experience the
vitality of Christ. Yes!

On-Site Training
Allison Walker, Children's Ministry Worker from
St David's Palmerston North has also recently
spent three days with the Kids Friendly coach in
Auckland observing Kids Friendly programmes in
action and gathering resources and ideas to take
back to her church.
If you would like to participate in on-site training
download an ON-SITE TRAINING APPLICATION
FORM from www.presbyterian.org.nz or contact
Jill at 09-5850959 or jill@sthelierschurch.org.nz.

Kids @General
Assembly 2006
Children are a vital part of the church of today and as
such are invited to attend the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand to be held
in Auckland from 28 September to 2 October. A Kids
Friendly programme will run at Assembly enabling child
participants to explore some of the issues facing the
church today and what it means to be a Christ-centred,
community facing church in 21st century New Zealand.
For further information or to apply for one of the 20
places available, see www.presbyterian.org.nz (General
Assembly 2006).

A Kids Friendly Celebration !
Six churches were recently awarded the Kids
Friendly Certificate in recognition of
successfully completing the Kids Friendly
Review and meeting the 10 Kids Friendly
Ideals. (See the list below)
St Andrew's Howick, Beachlands-Maraetai,
St John's Papatoetoe, St Heliers, St Columba,
and Clevedon are all invited to display the
Kids Friendly banner outside their churches
promoting their intent to be Kids Friendly.
The presentation took place at a celebratory
breakfast held in Auckland in February,
marking the end of Kids Friendly being a trial
project and the start of the initiative being
offered nationally.
35 people who have supported Kids Friendly
over the last two years enjoyed the event
and each other's company and prayed for the
future ministry of Kids Friendly.

The Kids Friendly Ideals
St John’s has:
A HEART FOR CHILDREN
VISION
MISSION CULTURE
CREATIVE PROGRAMMING
VALUED CHILDREN
VALUED CHILDREN'S MINISTRY STAFF
A SAFE AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT
EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRATION
A COMMITMENT TO SELF REVIEW
A KIDS FRIENDLY MINISTER

From left: Jill Kayser, Emily Wotton (Kids Friendly
Coaches), John Daniel, National Mission Enabler, Pat
Ross (elder), Angela Essene (children's ministry
worker) and Margaret Anne Low (Minister, St John's)

17 More Churches
Commit to Become
Kids Friendly
The Kids Friendly coach is currently assisting 17 churches
to be Kids Friendly. St Andrew's Otahuhu, First Church
Papakura, Wadestown Presbyterian, St Paul's Wanganui
and Dunedin's , Kaikorai, East Taieri, Highgate, Otago
Peninsula, Coastal Unity, Mornington, Opoho, St Mark's
Pinehill, Outram, Mosgiel, Knox and Otago's Kurow and
Weston have all contracted to become Kids Friendly in a
process that includes review, assessment and coaching.
For further information and application forms on how to
contract to become Kids Friendly or how to join the Kids
Friendly Network see www.presbyterian.org.nz (Kids
Friendly).

Doing Church or Being Church?
Have you ever thought about just what is “church”. The
dictionary suggests it is “ a building or a blessing”. So
what does it mean to “be” the church or “to do” church.
At a church I visited recently, I sensed real grief in the
church members at the lack of children and families in
the service each Sunday, despite a vibrantly enthusiastic
and committed children's ministry team. On further
investigation, I discovered that 35 families participate in
Mainly Music each week on the church premises. This
revelation begged the question: “how do we bring church
to these children and families each week?”
Here’s an example:
Outreach initiatives such as Mainly Music create huge
opportunity for pastoral care and sharing the love of
Jesus. I suggested the ministry team challenge the
congregation to bring “church” to this potentially future
congregation. There are many ways to do this:
Prayer: Have a team pray for the participants and
leaders of this vibrant ministry.

Service: Ask some parishioners to bake for the MM
morning tea, others to serve refreshments and others to
assist mothers or caregivers.
Friendship: Jesus invited his disciples to belong to his
team before he expected them to believe. Ask some
elderly members of your church to come along to your
event to get to know a few children and their caregivers
by name. As they are welcomed by name in coming
weeks they too will feel they belong.
Care: Have a roster of visitors drop off birthday cards to
children's homes or a pastoral care team who cook meals
for families with new babies.
And when you're ready to invite these families to Sunday
church, organise an appropriate and inclusive service
especially for this group. And don't be
disappointed when families don't return to
church the next Sunday. With time they will.
Just keep being the best “church” you can.
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File for Next Time: Kids Friendly Ideas
by Emily Wotton

Last year when St Andrews Howick went
through the Kids Friendly self-review
they made a very surprising discovery.
Although they were excelling at all of
the Kids Friendly ideals, a comment
was made that the annual end-of-year
Christmas banquet wasn’t a very Kids
Friendly event. When the team
thought about it some more, they realised that this
youth group organised event had few families with
children attending. This evening is always full of fun and
celebration and is a time for the whole diverse church
family to be together. Attention to this discovery was
vital to caring for the children and young families.
In the end, very simple but intentional changes made all
the difference and they may be things your church also
could do for banquet, party, or dinner evenings. Howick
found great success and increased attendance with:

J A family price was offered as well as individual.
J A special kid’s games programme was offered early
while the adults set-up, decorated & prepared the food.

J High chairs were available and welcome at the tables.
J Families with children were served first, while those
coming from work were still arriving.
J The awards were given early so all were present to
celebrate or receive the achievements.
J Families were able to leave for little one’s bedtimes
and the event was able to carry on for those who wanted
to stay for more mingling and entertainment.

An inspired new ministry initiative started in Auckland
this summer, called City Lights. A group of friends had
heard about ‘Soul in the City’, already happening in
England and were keen to try something similar here in
New Zealand. They hope the success and enjoyment of
this first pilot project will lead to other ventures in the
city and around the country.
“City Lights is a gathering of friends, motivated by the
love of Jesus, standing up to serve. We are a generation
tired of feeling useless; longing to live out the grand
words and loud songs of our Faith. We are ready to pour
out our lives in simple ways, embracing the broken
places of society. This is our shining moment to show the
city what we stand for: grace, hope, love. This is what
our worship looks like.”
So what did it look like? Hard work, comradery amongst
teams, fun, smiles, and lots of surprises! Registrations of
interest came in through the website and project
suggestions were also taken. For four days in January,
the teams met together in the morning for reflection,
focus, and commissioning before heading off
to their team projects. Lunch was eaten
onsite, but in the evening they returned to
share a meal, debrief, worship and pray
together.
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Charlie & the
Chocolate Factory
The remake of the classic Roald Dahl children’s tale is
one of the latest family DVD releases. Have you ever
tried linking your lessons and Bible teaching to a popular
kids movie or trend like this one? The existing storyline
and characters can be a great starting point for
creativity. Kids are extremely responsive as they know
and love the movie and are automatically up to speed
with what you’re talking about. Using something familiar
and then expanding their experience can have a unique
impact.
Beachlands-Maraetai parish put us onto a curriculum
they enjoyed using. This easy to follow series of lesson
plans is based on the characters of Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory. For example using Augustus Gloop to
discuss

There was a
wide range
of projects
available to
Making a difference with Mr Whippy
choose
from. Some chose to work in their area of skill and
interest, while others decided to give something a go
from outside their comfort zone. Kids Friendly projects
included: Offering prayer support - at the request of
young residents in the CYFS ( Child Youth and Family
Services) young offenders and protection lock down unit;
clearing a walkway in Mangere for local children’s use;
running a holiday programme for foster children; and
practical assistance for longtime serving foster parents.
One of the most fascinating team tasks was ‘random acts
of kindness’ They brainstormed small and large ways to
accomplish this and often would turn up and ask how
they could randomly be of service. At one point this even
led to a team member wearing the blood mobile’s mascot
outfit while others handed out leaflets encouraging the
local blood drive! Everyone’s favourite had to be when a
friend loaned them the Mr. Whippy truck pictured above!
Check it out online and get involved next time:
www.citylights.co.nz & www.soulinthecity.co.uk

