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Welcome to a new year filled with opportunities to minister to children and families.  We 

hope you’ve had a good break and are feeling creative and enthusiastic about the year 
ahead.  Our Kids Friendly Planning Calendar is a great resource to help you plan your 

year, so print it out and keep it handy.  This is the final week for registering for the Andy 

Root teaching “Encountering Christ in community together” at KCML.  Don‘t miss out.  It 

promises to be an inspiring and informative day. 
We’re here to encourage, resource and serve you.  Your Kids Friendly Team 

 
 

 

The Kids Friendly Planning Calendar 2017 is attached and 

available for download.  It has all the holidays, church festivals, 

important dates, training events and space for you to plan your 

children’s ministry for the year.  “This is a brilliant resource that we use 

to plan our year, slotting in our teaching themes, events etc.” Rev Jim 
Wallace, St Enoch’s Presbyterian Church, Tauranga 

 
 

 

Are you Kids Friendly? 
The Kids Friendly Ideals and Self-review process has helped many 

of our churches develop an intentional plan for ministering to children 
and families and embed a Kids Friendly ethos.  “Becoming Kids friendly 

changed the spirit of our congregation to one of openness, joy and 

energy. New people from the community now come and check us out 
and many stay – this didn’t used to happen,” Says Rev Nathan Parry of 

Island Bay Presbyterian in Wellington.  Find out more about Becoming a 

Kids Friendly church or talk to us.   
 

 

 

Are you called to children and families ministry? 
Five churches are seeking ministry leaders: St Andrew’s Manurewa, 

Somervell Presbyterian (Auckland), Cromwell & Districts Presbyterian, 
St Paul’s Katikati and St Andrew’s Te Awamutu.  Click here to find out 

more. 

 

 

 

Looking ahead 

 

 

Waitangi Day Ideas 

Waitangi Day (Monday 6 February) is a great opportunity to reflect 

on our history as a nation and the part that Christians played in this 

historic event. Annette Osborne of SUNZ has collated some ideas to use 
with children in your Sunday or community programmes or together in 

church. Click here download these free resources.  
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Lent starts on 1 March (Ash Wednesday).  Shrove Tuesday is 28 

February (see our resource Celebrating Shrove Tuesday).  Palm 

Sunday is 9 April, Maundy Thursday is 13 April, Good Friday is 14 
April and Easter Sunday is 16 April. We will be posting lots of Lent 

and Easter resources soon. 

  

 

Children’s Day is Sunday 5 March.  The theme is “Treasure your 

children” and what better way to treasure children than to share the 

love of Jesus with them and encourage them in their faith.   

Pray for me is a wonderful initiative to launch on Children’s Day that 
partners old and young in friendship and invites them to pray for each 

other every day of the year.  Read more about it here. 

  

 

Neighbour’s Day is on Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 March.  We 

have lots of resources to help you explore and promote being a good 

neighbour with children.  Download them here. 

  

 Mark these training opportunities on your calendars: 
  

 

Encountering Christ in community together: Dr Andy Root 
This is the final week for registering for the Andy Root teaching at 

KCML in Dunedin on Saturday 11 February.  Don‘t miss out.  It 
promises to be an inspiring and informative day. Read more or register 

here. 
  

 

PCANZ Children & Youth Leaders Safety W.O.F 
Our next training event is in Kerikeri (Cornerstone church and 
community centre) on Saturday 4 March from 10.00 a.m. – 4.30 p.m. 

Recommended for all those who work with children and youth.  To find 

out more and register click here. 

  

 

Children’s ministry networking and training Otago & Southland 

Networking and training events are in: 

Dunedin, Thursday 9 March, 7 - 9 pm 
Invercargill, Sunday 12 March, 2-4 pm 

Topic and venue tbc. 

  

 

SPARK PLUS children's ministry training, Auckland 
Professional development, workshops, inspiration, networking 
SPARK PLUS is an ecumenical collaboration to resource, equip and 

encourage those who minister with children in churches, communities 

and schools. Bring your team to our first SPARK PLUS event of the 

year on Thursday 16 March, 7.15 to 9.15 pm, Carey Baptist 
College, 473 Great South Road. Details of workshops to follow. 
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Godly Play Core Training 
Wellington: 20-22 March, Auckland: 16-18 March  
In this training you will experience and tell Godly Play stories, learn 

how to set up and manage a Godly Play space and session, deepen 

your understanding of the spirituality of children etc. Read more…. 

  

 

Unlimited Children’s Ministry Training, Christchurch 
The annual Unlimited conference is scheduled for Friday 17 and 

Saturday 18 March.  For more details contact: 
rachel.sangster@unlimited.org.nz.   

 
 

 

Way2Go Children’s Ministry Training  

Invercargill: 27 May, Auckland: 10 June, Wellington: 24 June 

Plan to take your team to this inspirational day of resourcing and 
networking.  

  

 

Kids Friendly training   
If you’d like some training for your leaders check out the workshops we 
offer.  We’re also happy to design a workshop specifically for your 

church.  Book us in now as our diaries fill up pretty fast.  Also see 

training events already scheduled in our Kids Friendly planning calendar 

and our upcoming training events page on our website.   

  

 

Kids Friendly Resources 
There are over 35 free “home grown” Kids Friendly resources for you to 

download from our website.  Take time to browse and see what’s there.  

Particularly apt and useful at this time of year is our “Choosing a 

curriculum” resource with loads of ideas and reviews. 

  
 

Our Pinterest pages attract loads of “hits”.  If you haven’t tried it 

now’s the time.  And you can share your finds with others too.  A great 

resource for gathering Lent and Easter ideas.  Click here to have a look 
at some of our boards! If you’re new to Pinterest, try this handy 

tutorial.  And if you “follow us” you’ll get alerts when we pin new stuff. 

  

 

Using your Kids Friendly Website 
Download many free resources, find out more about training 
opportunities, how to become a Kids Friendly church, Transformers – 

Raising Up Young Leaders tweens mentoring programme and more.  

Have a look and let us know if anything isn’t working or making sense.  
We update it every week but your feedback is very helpful.  
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