
LOVE REACHES OUT: DOING SMALL THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE 
 

Picture book recommendations for inspiring children to REACH OUT IN LOVE 

from Cheryl Harray, Kids Friendly Advisor,  

Synod of Otago and Southland 

 
Most of these books are available from the Dunedin Public library, 

so check out your own public library and school library too. Nearly 

ALL of them can also be viewed on www.youtube.com.  Just type 
in the title and author and choose the version you like the best.  

BOOK  Synopsis Reference 

   

 

A parable about St Therese who 
discovered that she could do ‘little things 

with great love.’ 

See this book and 
accompanying resources at 

www.kidsfriendly.org.nz/lov

e-reaches-out-2017-doing-
small-things-with-great-

love/  

   

 

Each time a child is born, the world 

changes.  Each child brings to the world 

one more person to love and care for — 
and one more person who can love and 

care for others. 

Picture Book: Because of 

You 

Author & Illustrator: B G 
Hennessy 

Publisher & Date: 

Candlewick press, 2005 
Age: 3 and up 

Pages: 24 

   

 

A classic! Dave loves his soft toy, Dogger 

but tragically he loses him. The whole 
family help in lots of small loving ways 

until Bella’s big act of kindness at the 

school fair.  

Picture Book: Dogger 

Author & Illustrator: Shirley 
Hughes 

Publisher & Date: Random 

House UK, 1977 
Age: 3 and up 

Pages: 32 

   

 

Glenna decides to leave her packet of 

seeds in a neighbour’s empty flower pot 

on her way home from school with 
surprising results.  This book illustrates 

how one small gesture of kindness can 

expand into positive and transformative 
forces.   

Picture Book: Glenna’s 

Seeds 

Author: Nancy Edwards 
Illustrator: Sarah K. Hoctor 

Publisher & Date: Child 

Welfare League of America, 
2001 

Age: 4 and up 

Pages: 24 
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Jake's simple decision to share a basket of 

fruit with an elderly neighbour leads to a 
series of kind acts that change the very 

climate of Lancaster Street, the 

multicultural neighbourhood where he 

lives. The pictures start ‘dark and gloomy’ 
and brighten as acts of kindness spread. 

 

Picture Book: One Good 

Deed 
Author: Terri Fields 

Illustrator: Deborah Melmon 

Publisher & Date: Kar-Ben, 

2015 
Age: 3 and up 

Pages: 32 
   

 

This beautifully illustrated version of the 

well-known song has a young boy looking 
in the mirror and then interacting with 

neighbours in delightful and helpful ways 

including offering comfort to a boy who is 
upset and then inviting him to play 

basketball.  

Picture Book: This Little 

Light of Mine 
Illustrator: E.B. Lewis  

Publisher & Date: Simon & 

Schuster, 2005 
Age: 4 and up  

Pages: 32 

   

 A young boy finds a forgotten garden. He 

cares for the plants and helps them 
flourish, and they gradually spread 

throughout the city, transforming it, bit by 

bit, into a lush, green world- one small 
person can make a difference. 

Picture Book: The Curious 

Garden 
Author & Illustrator: Peter 

Brown 

Publisher & Date: Little, 
Brown and Company 2009 

Age: 5 and up 

Pages: 48 

   

 Aspects of love over the course of one day 

are imagined in rhyming verse from the 
point of view of a young bear and his 

family and friends. Good for 

understanding that loving words and 
actions are varied and bountiful in small 

and ordinary ways every day.  

Picture Book: Love is a 

Handful of Honey  
Author: Giles Andreae 

Illustrator: Vanessa Cabban  

Publisher & Date: Orchard 
Books, 1999 

Age: 2 and up 

Pages: 24 
   

 A monster sets out to find a victim to 

scare.  He meets Sam who is upset for 

lots of reasons but not because he is 
scared… The monster listens to Sam and 

responds with compassion and love to 

become ‘a wonderful friend’. 

Picture Book: Leonardo the 

Terrible Monster 

Author & Illustrator: Mo 
Willems 

Publisher & Date: Hyperion, 

2005 

Age: 3 and up 
 

   



 

Carmelita learns that saying ‘hello’ to 

people in their language can be a small 
step of love and acceptance. And 

amazingly her dog’s ‘Woof’ is understood 

in all languages. 

Picture Book: Say Hello! 

Author & Illustrator: Rachel 
Isadora 

Publisher & Date: 

Scholastic, 2010 

Age: 3 and up 
Pages: 32 

   

 

Compliments and affirmations are a 
simple way to show love. Pig and Rabbit 

are trying to make a list of the things they 

like about each other- while interrupting 

each other until patience wears thin.  
Finally friendship is declared and 

celebrated. 

Picture Book: Ten Things I 
Love about You  

Author & Illustrator: Daniel 

Kirk 

Publisher & Date: Nancy 
Paulsen Books, 2013 

Age: 5 and up 

Pages: 32 

   

 

A boy tests his mother’s unconditional 

love with different scenarios ‘What if I 

were a big scary ape, would you love me 
then?’ Creative and fun responses. 

Picture Book: I Love You, 

Stinky Face 

Author: Lisa McCourt 
Illustrator: Syd Moore 

Publisher & Date: 

Scholastic, 1997  
Age: 4 and up 

Pages: 32 
   

 

Amos is a volunteer at a zoo where he has 
daily rituals with specific animals. When 

he is sick the animals go to his house to 

care for him using those important rituals 

with some hilarious results. 

Picture Book: A Sick Day for 
Amos McGee 

Author: Philip C. Stead 

Illustrator: Erin E. Stead 

Publisher & Date: Roaring 
Brook Press, 2010 

Age: 3 and up  

Pages: 32 
   

 A wise owl gives Mr. Rabbit some advice 
about getting along with new otter 

neighbours. “Just treat otters the same 

way you’d like them to treat you.” with 

hilarious interpretations and results. 

Picture Book: Do Unto 
Otters: A Book about 

Manners 

Author and Illustrator: 

Laurie Keller 
Publisher & Date: Henry 

Holt, & Co., 2007 

Age: 5 and up 
Pages: 40 

   



 

 

Plum, a well-loved family pooch can’t help 

but be naughty but the best thing is that 
his family loves her anyway. 

Picture Book: Love is My 

Favorite Thing 
Author & Illustrator: Emma 

Chichester Clark 

Publisher & Date: Nancy 

Paulsen Books, 2015 
Age: 3 and up 

   
 

A blossoming friendship between Bear and 
Bunny begins with some secret gift-

giving. 

Picture Book: Bear in Love 
Author: Daniel Pinkwater 

Illustrator: Will Hillenbrand 

Publisher & Date: 
Candlewick, 2012 

Age: 2 and up 

 

   

 

Bear and Bunny are still devoted to each 

other and want to spread their love by 

getting a pet. But what might be the right 
pet - a pine cone? A caterpillar? 

Picture Book: Bear and 

Bunny 

Author: Daniel Pinkwater 
Illustrator: Will Hillenbrand 

Publisher & Date: 

Candlewick, 2015 
Age: 2 and up 

   

 

Bobo is glad to see hugging pairs of 
animals until he can’t find his hug 

partner- Mommy. Then animals help him 

find her and be reunited.  

Picture Book: Hug 
Author & Illustrator: Jez 

Alborough  

Publisher & Date: 

Scholastic, 2000 
Age: Toddler and up 

Pages: 32 

   

 

Koala Lou likes her mother telling her:  
“Koala Lou, I DO love you” and learns that 

this always exists - she doesn’t have to 

earn her mother’s love by winning the 
Bush Olympics or anything else. 

Picture Book: Koala 
Lou             

Author: Mem Fox 

Illustrator: Pamela Lofts 
Publisher & Date: Gulliver 

Books, 1988 

Age: 4 and up,  
Pages: 32 


